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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -3 1 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on 09/16/2004 
have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or 'indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 12, 16-18, 20, and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DuMont (Patent No.: 5,33 1,760). 

Regarding claim 1, DuMont discloses a mobile device (Figs. 1-2, reference 10; Fig. 5, 
reference 50) comprising; 
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a housing (Figs. 2 and 5, references 15, 17); 

a speaker disposed within the housing for projecting audible signals from the mobile 
device (Fig. 2 and 5, reference 22, 54); and 

a combined attachment (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) and acoustic port (Fig. 1; 
note the sound signals passing through; Figs. 2 and 5; note the lower portion of the housing 
below the speaker) disposed on the housing (Figs. 2 and 5), the combined attachment and 
acoustic port configured to project audible sound from the speaker (Fig. 1; note the sound 
signals) and further including an attachment member (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) for 
attaching an external member to the mobile device (Fig. 5; note the fish line). 

Regarding claim 2, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 1 wherein the attachment 
member comprises a support bar disposed in the combined attachment and acoustic port (Figs. 2 
and 5, references 19 and 73-75). 

Regarding claim 3, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 2 wherein the support bar 
comprises a rigid material spanning the combined attachment and acoustic port (Figs. 2 and 5, 
references 19 and 73-75; col. 2, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 4, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 2 wherein the support bar 
is spaced from the housing to enable a portion of the external member to extend between the 
support bar and the housing (Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 6, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 1 further comprising an 
acoustic channel disposed within the mobile device between the speaker and the combined 
attachment and acoustic port to acoustically connect the speaker to the combined attachment and 
acoustic port (Figs. 1-2, and 5). 
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Regarding claim 8, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 1 wherein the speaker 
projects notification signals via the combined attachment and acoustic port (col. 3, lines 4-19). 

Regarding claim 12, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 1 wherein the combined 
attachment and acoustic port is disposed on an outer edge of the housing (Figs. 2 and 5). 

Regarding claim 16, DuMont discloses a mobile device comprising: 

a housing (Figs. 2 and 5, references 15, 17); 

a combination attachment (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) and acoustic port (Fig. 
1; note the sound signals passing through it; Figs. 2 and 5; note the lower portion of the housing 
below the speaker) formed at least partially in the housing (Figs. 2 and 5), the combination 
attachment and acoustic port including a surrounding' wall structure (Fig. 5) and at least one 
attaching bar extending across the port (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) for connecting 
to an external member (Fig. 5; note the fish line), 

wherein the attaching bar is spaced with respect to the port such that an open area around 
the attaching bar is of a sufficient size to allow the external member to be attached around the 
attaching bar (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) ; and 

a speaker (Figs. 2 and 5, reference 22, 54) positioned within the mobile device with 
respect to the combination attachment and acoustic port for directing sound through the 
combination attachment and acoustic port and out of the mobile device (Fig. 1; Figs. 2 and 5). 

Regarding claim 17, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 16 wherein the attaching 
bar comprises a rigid material (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75; col. 2, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 18, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 16 further comprising an 
acoustic channel disposed within the mobile device between the speaker and the combined 
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attachment and acoustic port to direct sound through the combination attachment and acoustic 
port and out of the mobile device (Figs. 1-2, and 5). 

Regarding claim 20, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 16 wherein the speaker 
projects notification signals out the mobile device via the combined attachment and acoustic port 
(Fig. l;col. 3, lines 4-19). 

Regarding claim 24, DuMont discloses a mobile device of claim 16 wherein the 
combined attachment and acoustic port is disposed on an outer edge of the housing (Figs. 2 and 
5). 

Regarding claim 25, DuMont discloses a mobile device comprising; a housing (Figs. 2 
and 5, references 15, 17); and a combination port disposed at least partially in the housing 
comprising: projecting means for projecting audible signals from the mobile device (Fig. 1); and 
attaching means (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75) for attaching an external member to the 
mobile device (Fig. 5; note the fish line). 

Regarding claim 26, DuMont discloses the mobile device of claim 25 wherein the 
attaching means for attaching the external member comprises an attachment member disposed in 
the combination port (Figs. 2 and 5, references 19 and 73-75). 

Regarding claim 27, DuMont discloses the mobile device of claim 26 wherein the 
attachment member is spaced with respect to the combination port such that an open area defined 
between the attachment member and the combination port is of a sufficient size to attach the 
external member to the attachment member (Figs. 2 and 5). 

Regarding claim 28, DuMont discloses the mobile device of claim 25 further comprising 
channeling means for channeling the audible signals from a speaker disposed within the housing 
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to the combination port (Figs. 1-2, and 5; note that the shape of the mobile device channels the 
audible signals from the speaker as shown in Fig. 1). 

5. Claims 1-2, 4, 9, 13, 15-16, 18, 21, 25-26, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Raven (Patent No.: 5,164,987). 

Regarding claim 1, Raven discloses a mobile device comprising; 

a housing (Abstract; Figs. 1-4; note the personal stereo speaker assembly 10 in 
combination with the portable personal audio equipment connected through the plug 34); 

a speaker disposed within the housing for projecting audible signals from the mobile 
device (Fig. 1, reference 28, 30); and 

a combined attachment and acoustic port (Figs. 1 and 4; reference 10) disposed on the 
housing (Figs. 1 and 4), the combined attachment and acoustic port configured to project audible 
sound from the speaker (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 8-16) and further including an attachment member 
(Figs. 1 and 4, references 16 and 56) for attaching an external member to the mobile device (Fig. 
1; references 12, 14, and 15). 

Regarding claim 2, Raven discloses a mobile device of claim 1 wherein the attachment 
member comprises a support bar disposed in the combined attachment and acoustic port (Figs. 1 
and 4, references 16 and 56). 

Regarding claim 4, Raven discloses a mobile device of claim 2 wherein the support bar is 
spaced from the housing to enable a portion of the external member to extend between the 
support bar and the housing (Figs. 3-4). 
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Regarding claim 9, Raven discloses a mobile device of claim 1 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a portable radio, a portable cassette player, a portable CD player, 
a portable mini-disc player, and a portable MP3 player (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 13, Raven discloses a method of outputting audible signals from a 
mobile device comprising a housing (Abstract; Figs. 1-4; note the personal stereo speaker 
assembly 10 in combination with the plug and the portable personal audio equipment connected 
to it) and a speaker for projecting the audible signals disposed within the housing (Fig. 1, 
reference 28, 30), the method comprising: 

providing a recessed acoustic port (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 8-16) on at least a portion of the 
housing to project acoustic sound from the mobile device (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 8-16); and placing 
an attachment member (Figs. 1 and 4, references 16 and 56) in the acoustic port for attaching an 
external member to the mobile device (Fig. 1; references 12, 14, and 15). 

Regarding claim 15, Raven discloses the method of claim 13 further comprising 
providing an acoustic channel within the mobile device between the speaker and the combined 
attachment and acoustic port to direct the audible signals from the speaker to the acoustic port 
(col. 3, lines 8-16). 

Regarding claim 16, Raven discloses a mobile device comprising: 

a housing (Abstract; Figs. 1-4; note the personal stereo speaker assembly 10 in 
combination with the portable personal audio equipment connected through the plug 34); 

a combination attachment and acoustic port formed at least partially in the housing (Figs. 
1 and 4; reference 10), the combination attachment and acoustic port including a surrounding 
wall structure (Figs. 1 and 4; reference 20 and 52) and at least one attaching bar extending across 
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the port (Figs. 1 and 4, references 16 and 56) for connecting to an external member (Fig. 1; 
references 12, 14, and 15), 

wherein the attaching bar is spaced with respect to the port (Fig. 4) such that an open area 
around the attaching bar is of a sufficient size to allow the external member to be attached 
around the attaching bar (Figs. 1-4; note the space where the temples are inserted); and 

a speaker positioned within the mobile device with respect to the combination attachment 
and acoustic port for directing sound through the combination attachment and acoustic port and 
out of the mobile device (Fig. 1, reference 28, 30). 

Regarding claim 18, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 16 further comprising an 
acoustic channel disposed within the mobile device between the speaker and the combined 
attachment and acoustic port to direct sound through the combination attachment and acoustic 
port out of the mobile device (col. 3, lines 8-16). 

Regarding claim 21, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 16 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a portable radio, a portable cassette player, a portable CD player, 
a portable mini-disc player, and a portable MP3 player (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 25, Raven discloses a mobile device comprising: 

a housing (Abstract; Figs. 1-4; note the personal stereo speaker assembly 10 in 
combination with the plug and the portable personal audio equipment connected to it); and 

a combination port disposed at least partially in the housing (Figs. 1 and 4; reference 10) 
comprising: 

projecting means for projecting audible signals from the mobile device (Fig. 1, reference 
32; col. 3, lines 8-16); and 
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attaching means (Figs. 1 and 4, references 16 and 56) for attaching an external member to 
the mobile device (Fig. 1; references 12, 14, and 15). 

Regarding claim 26, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 25 wherein the attaching 
means for attaching an external member comprises an attachment member disposed in the 
combination port (Figs. 1 and 4, references 16 and 56). 

Regarding claim 28, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 25 discloses further 
comprising channeling means for channeling the audible signals from a speaker disposed within 
the housing to the combination port (col. 3, lines 8-16). 

Regarding claim 29, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 25 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a portable radio, a portable cassette player, a portable CD player, 
a portable mini-disc player, and a portable MP3 player (Abstract). 

6. Claims 1-2, 4, 7-11, 13-14, 16, 19-23, 25-27, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kumar (WO 01/06344 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Kumar discloses a mobile device comprising; 

a housing (Figs. 4-6; reference 20 in combination with 30); 

a speaker disposed within the housing for projecting audible signals from the mobile 
device (Figs. 4-6; reference 42); and 

a combined attachment and acoustic port disposed on the housing (Figs. 4 and 6; note the 
upper surface of numeral 55), the combined attachment and acoustic port configured to project 
audible sound from the speaker (Figs. 4-6) and further including an attachment member (Figs. 4- 
6; reference 26) for attaching an external member to the mobile (Figs. 4-6; page 6, lines 5-8). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 2 wherein the attachment 
member comprises a support bar disposed in the combined attachment and acoustic port (Figs. 4- 
6; reference 26). 

Regarding claim 4, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 2 wherein the support bar 
is spaced from the housing to enable a portion of the external member to extend between the 
support bar and the housing (Figs. 4-6; page 6, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 7, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 1 wherein the speaker 
projects high-level voice audio via the combined attachment and acoustic port (page 3, lines 23- 
24). 

Regarding claim 8, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 1 wherein the speaker 
projects notification signals via the combined attachment and acoustic port (col. 5, lines 8-13 and 
42-44; note that the mobile device has cellular telephone circuitry in which projecting 
notification signals is an inherent feature). 

Regarding claim 9, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 1 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a portable radio, a portable cassette player, a portable CD player, 
a portable mini-disc player and a portable MP3 player (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 10, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 1 further comprising a 
communication circuit disposed within the housing for transmitting and receiving signals (Fig. 
7). 

Regarding claim 11, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 10 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a cellular telephone, a personal data assistant, a pager, and a 
personal communications system (page 3, lines 28-33). 
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Regarding claim 13, Kumar discloses a method of outputting audible signals from a 
mobile device comprising a housing (Figs. 4-6, reference 30) and a speaker for projecting the 
audible signals disposed within the housing (Fig. 4, reference 42) the method comprising: 

providing a recessed acoustic port on at least a portion of the housing to project acoustic 
sound from the mobile device (Figs. 4 and 6; note the upper surface of numeral 55); and 

placing an attachment member in the acoustic port (Figs. 4-6, reference 26) for attaching 
an external member to the mobile device (page 6, lines 5-9). 

Regarding claim 14, Kumar discloses the method of claim 13 wherein placing the 
attachment member in the acoustic port comprises spanning the attachment member across the 
recessed acoustic port (Figs. 4-6) and spaced with respect to the recessed acoustic port a 
sufficient amount to enable a portion of the external member to attach to the attachment member 
(Figs. 4-6; page 6, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 16, Kumar discloses a mobile device comprising: 

a housing (Figs. 4-6, reference 20 in combination with 30); 

a combination attachment and acoustic port formed at least partially in the housing (Figs. 
4 and 6; note the upper surface of numeral 55), the combination attachment and acoustic port 
including a surrounding wall structure (Figs 4-6; reference 55) and at least one attaching bar 
extending across the port (Figs. 4-6, reference 23) for connecting to an external member (Figs. 4- 
6; page 6, lines 5-8), 

wherein the attaching bar is spaced with respect to the port such that an open area around 
the attaching bar is of a sufficient size to allow the external member to be attached around the 
attaching bar (Figs. 4-6; page 6, lines 5-8); and 
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a speaker positioned within the mobile device with respect to the combination attachment 
and acoustic port for directing sound through the combination attachment and acoustic port and 
out of the mobile device (Fig. 4, reference 42). 

Regarding claim 19, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 16 wherein the speaker 
directs high-level voice audio out of the mobile device via the combined attachment and acoustic 
port (page 3, lines 23-24). 

Regarding claim 20, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 16 wherein the speaker 
projects notification signals out of the mobile device via the combined attachment and acoustic 
port (col. 5, lines 8-13 and 42-44; note that the mobile device has cellular telephone circuitry in 
which projecting notification signals is an inherent feature). 

Regarding claim 21, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 16 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a portable radio, a portable cassette player, a portable CD player, 
a portable mini-disc player and a portable MP3 player (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 22, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 16 further comprising a 
communication circuit disposed within the housing for transmitting and receiving signals (Fig. 
7). 

Regarding claim 23, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 22 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a cellular telephone, a personal data assistant, a pager, and a 
personal communications system (page 3, lines 28-33). 

Regarding claim 25, Kumar discloses a mobile device comprising: 

a housing (Figs. 4-6, reference 20 in combination with 30); and 
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a combination port disposed at least partially in the housing (Figs. 4 and 6; note the upper 
surface of numeral 55) comprising: 

projecting means for projecting audible signals from the mobile device (Fig. 4, reference 
42); and 

attaching means for attaching an external member to the mobile device (Figs. 4-6, 
reference 26). 

Regarding claim 26, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 25 wherein the 
attaching means for attaching the external member comprises an attachment member disposed in 
the combination port (Figs. 4-6, reference 26). 

Regarding claim 27, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 26 wherein the 
attachment member is spaced with respect to the combination port such that an open area defined 
between the attachment member and the combination port is of a sufficient size to attach the 
external member to the attachment member (page 5, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 30, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 25 further comprising 
transmitting means for transmitting and receiving communication signals (Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 31, Kumar discloses the mobile device of claim 30 wherein the mobile 
device comprises at least one of a cellular telephone, a personal data assistant, a pager, and a 
personal communication system (page 3, lines 28-33). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

10. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Raven in view of 
Moore (Reissue 35,051 of U.S. Patent No. 4,901,355). 

Regarding claim 5, Raven discloses the mobile device of claim 4 (see above). Raven 
fails to disclose wherein the support bar is spaced from the housing to enable a spring clip 
disposed on one end of the external member to extend between the support bar and the housing. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Moore discloses wherein the support bar (Fig. 2, 
reference 28) is spaced from the housing (Fig. 2, reference 14 in combination with 24-25) to 
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enable a spring clip (Fig. 2, references 40-41) disposed on one end of the external member (Fig. 
2, reference 38) to extend between the support bar and the housing (Fig. 2; col. 4, lines 15-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to space the support bar from the housing of Raven to enable a spring clip 
disposed on one end of the external member to extend between the support bar and the housing 
as suggested by Moore. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to space the support bar from 
the housing of Raven to enable a spring clip disposed on one end of the external member to 
extend between the support bar and the housing because spring clips are widely acceptable and 
commonly known for attaching and detaching components whenever is necessary by the user, 
hence, making it user-friendlier. 



11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Morales (Patent No.: 6,374,090) discloses a cellular telephone handset holder. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marivelisse Santiago-Cordero whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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